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AWAKENING HEALING 

Session 3 of 6 

God’s Original Plan Your Eternal Identity, and the Only Commission That Matters 

Session Focus: God's Eternal Plan for the Church, Our Union with Christ, and the Only 
Commission 

Key Themes: 

• The Church is God’s Plan A: Art Thomas began by affirming that the Church was 
not a reaction to sin or a backup strategy but God’s original, perfect plan from before 
the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4-5). Jesus, the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8), and the Church were always part of God's 
intended design. 

• Living in the Climax of the Ages: Art taught from Ephesians 1 and 2, emphasizing 
that we are not waiting for a better time or longing for the past; we are living in the 
“climax of the ages.” God is uniting all things in Christ, and believers today are part 
of the greatest moment in history. 

• Testimony and Redemption: Art shared a powerful personal testimony of 
childhood abuse, spiritual bondage, and healing. He described how Jesus met him 
in his trauma, spoke truth to him, and transformed his pain into a weapon of 
testimony (Revelation 12:11). This led to freedom and a mandate to minister healing 
to others. 

• You Are Seated with Christ: Drawing from Ephesians 2:5–6 and Revelation 3:21, Art 
explained that believers are not only saved but spiritually seated with Christ in 
heavenly places. Jesus physically reigns in heaven, but through the Church—His 
Body—He operates actively on the earth. This place of authority is a reality now, not 
just a future promise. 

• Union with Christ – Our Identity: Believers are not merely aligned with Jesus; they 
are in union with Him (1 Corinthians 6:17, John 17:20–23). We are the Body of Christ 
and the Bride of Christ—both metaphors that emphasize partnership, covenant, and 
shared purpose. 
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• Every Action of God Now Happens Through the Church: Using rich scriptural 
examples, Art declared that Jesus has chosen to limit His earthly activity to His 
relationship with the Church. God’s will is executed through His people—His body 
on earth. “Jesus is not going to do it for us; He’s commissioned us to go.” 

• Your Specific Role in the Mission: In the second half of the session, Art shifted 
from the Church’s collective identity to the believer’s individual calling. God’s 
greatest desire—salvation of all people—has been entrusted to His people. “If you 
want to know what someone values, look at what they’re willing to sacrifice.” God 
sacrificed Jesus for people—and now sends us to reach them. 

• The Only Commission: The Great Commission is not one among many; it is the 
only Commission. Art made it clear that obedience to Christ cannot be separated 
from making disciples (Matthew 28:18–20, Mark 16:15–20). He addressed 
misconceptions about “planting seeds” without sharing the message, emphasizing 
that the Gospel must be verbalized. 

• God Partners with Us Because He Desires Relationship: Through a touching 
illustration of a father helping his young son carry a board to build a fort, Art showed 
that God's partnership with us is relational. The delay and inefficiency are part of the 
point: He wants to be with us. 

• Grace Flows Through the Church: Believers are called stewards of God's grace (1 
Peter 4:10). As the Church walks in obedience—feeding the hungry, healing the sick, 
casting out demons, sharing the Gospel—we visibly administer God’s grace to the 
world. 

• Mirror of the Word – Remembering Who You Are: Referencing James 1, Art 
stressed that hearing the Word is meant to reveal our identity. To forget it is to lose 
sight of who we are in Christ. Temptation, failure, and stagnancy often come from 
forgetting our identity in Him. 

• Biblical Intercession Redefined: Intercession is not pleading with God on behalf of 
the world; Jesus already paid the price. Rather, true intercession involves standing in 
the gap between God and people—pleading with people on behalf of God, saying 
“Be reconciled to God” (2 Corinthians 5:18–21). 

• Final Commissioning: Art closed by giving a stirring charge from all four Gospels 
and Acts. He reiterated the commission to go, make disciples, heal the sick, cast 
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out demons, raise the dead, preach the Gospel, and baptize—all in Jesus’ name and 
by His authority. 

Memorable Quotes: 

• “You’re not just saved. You’re seated.” 

• “God’s will is eternally wrapped up in relationship with the Church.” 

• “Jesus didn’t stay dead. If you’ve died with Him, you won’t stay dead either.” 

• “Intercession doesn’t stop at prayer—it moves into proclamation.” 

• “Healing tills the ground, but the Gospel is the seed.” 

Ministry Moment: 

The session ended with a passionate altar call for salvation and surrender. Art invited 
listeners to give their lives to Jesus, die with Him, and rise as new creations. He led a 
heartfelt prayer of repentance, forgiveness, and commissioning into Kingdom identity and 
mission. 
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